
 

 

 

9th August 2021, 

 

His Excellency, 

The Ambassador, 

Embassy of the US in Colombo, Sri Lanka 

 

Your excellency,  

Appeal for your intervention on the continuing of the repressive measures by the government and 

failure to taking steps to prevent the COVID virus inside the Free Trade Zones 

Before we come to the subject of this letter, we wish to thank you for the very fruitful discussion on 

issues related to the apparel sector, afforded on 23rd June 2021, me, the undersigned, and colleagues 

from some trade unions and NGOs who are the partner organizations of Clean Clothes Campaign in Sri 

Lanka had with your representatives. 

This appeal, as the subject indicates, is to draw your attention to the serious deterioration of the 

democratic and civil rights of the people of Sri Lanka under the present government, in the context of the 

COVID-19 pandemic. As you may be aware, there was a gradual increase in violation of democratic and 

human rights since the new regime was voted in for power, with arbitrary arrests and detentions, outside 

the law and using the PTA and the ICCPR, interpreted as the law enforcement agencies wished.    

Most recently, we are certain you are aware of police using COVID 19 pandemic and quarantine 

procedures to “illegally detain” protesting trade union leaders and activists. We refer here to the 

Teachers and Students who protested on 08 July (2021) against the proposed Kotelawala National 

Defense University (KNDU) bill scheduled to be debated in parliament. 

Police obstructed and broke the peaceful protest using excessive power. Arrested President of Ceylon 

Teachers’ Union and others were produced in Courts before Colombo magistrate who refused to detain 

them as requested by the police and released them on bail. Police then requested the magistrate to send 

them for quarantine on the basis they violated COVID-19 prevention guidelines. The Magistrate said the 

Courts have no legal powers to decide on quarantine and that has to be decided by health authorities. 

Thereafter the police rounded them within the Court premises itself and transported them forcibly in 

buses to distant quarantine centers maintained by security forces. 

There were over a dozen FR petitions before the Supreme Court and would be decided whether they 

would be given leave to proceed. But meanwhile, due to the international pressure and the whole civil 

society was condemning the police, the government was compelled to free them even before completing 

the quarantine period. But the campaign against this proposed Bill is being continued and even the 

university lecturers also have joined this campaign. The police have arrested around 44 teachers and 

some protestors as wells as the student leaders. The teachers were released on bail, but student leaders 

were remanded.  



In the meantime, the Trade unions and Civil society organizations continuously campaigned demanding 

that urgent measures should be taken to curb the spread of the virus in the Free Tade Zones and the 

apparel sector factories and set up monitoring committees with proper processes such as, 

• Delegate to Medical Officers of Health (MOH) all powers necessary to establish COVID-19 

Monitoring Committees for all FTZs/Industrial Parks that come within his/her area and to 

immediately draw up an action plan to monitor and regulate necessary measures in controlling 

the spread of the pandemic in FTZs/Industrial Parks. 

• COVID-19 Monitoring Committees of FTZs/Industrial Parks should be constituted with Public 

Health Inspectors (PHI), Family Health Workers (FHW), GN, worker representatives nominated 

from Factory Health Committees (FHC), representatives from Employers and Trade Unions. 

• FTZs/Industrial Parks Monitoring Committee should liaise with all FHCs. 

• FTZs/Industrial Parks Monitoring Committee should supervise preventive health measures 

adopted in transport provided for workers and their boarding places/lodgings. 

• PHIs and FHWs should be provided with protective gear and all necessary kits for PCR testing, 

vaccination for all employees, and authority to decide on quarantine necessities 

• FTZs/Industrial Parks Monitoring Committees should hold fortnightly “review meetings” 

chaired by the MOH 

Despite our continuous demands the government ignored our requests and representations and delayed 

the vaccination process of Free Trade Zones and Apparel sector employees, as result in May 2021 five 

apparel sector employees lost their lives but the companies and the government did not pay any 

compensation and when the undersigned requested to pay the compensation at the Tripartite Task Force 

meeting held on 2nd June 2021, our request was rejected on the basis that there is no legal requirement 

to pay compensation.  

We believe the government should be pressured to stop such suppression and violation of rights. We 

also believe international and diplomatic pressure is very much important and needed in safeguarding 

democratic and human rights in Sri Lanka in this context of the pandemic when people are restricted in 

organizing collective and peaceful action to safeguard their rights. 

 We look forward to continuing our discussion to see what follow-up action can be taken and thank you 

for your kind attention.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Anton Marcus 

Joint Secretary       

Free Trade Zones & General Services Employees Union 

 


